
The Church of the Disciple

UMC, DeSoto, will host a “Free

Freedom Fest Concert and

Crawfish Boil,” July 2 at 12:00

p.m. For more information, please

call 972-230-5538 or online

www.umdisciple.org.

***

Project Tranformation, Dallas,

director Shawn Bakker, offers to

share this ministry in a “Webinar,”

June 29 from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.

Young adults may register online:

http://event.netbriefings.com/

event/gbod/Live/urban/youth/.

For more information, please call

Lillian Smith, 877-899-2780, ect.

7079, or e-mail: lsmith@gbod.org.

Births

Zebediah Ray Allen, son of

Zeke and Rev. Andrea Allen,

First UMC, Rowlett, was born

June 20, weighing 6 lbs. 8 oz

and measuring 18 inches.
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Around the Conference

Suzanna Marie Durham,

daughter of Lisa and Leighton

Durham, and grandaughter of

Teresa and Rev. Fred Durham,

Sherman-McKinney District

Superintendent, was born June

22, weighing 6 lbs.15 oz. and

measuring 19-½ inches long.

Sorrows

Rev. Billy Hoff, NTC Retired

died June 18 in Bonham. Memo-

rial services are  planned to be

held later.

***

Sympathy to Rev. Ron

Henderson, Dallas Northeast

District Superintendent, on the

death of his father Tillman W.

Henderson, Sr. Mr. Henderson

died on June 22 in Fort Worth.

Services were held June 28th

in Waco.
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Robe roles – pastoral and judiciary

Reenacting her swearing in as Dallas County’s first Latina judge,

Dennise Garcia accepts assistance from her husband, Rev. Eric

Folkerth, pastor of Northaven UMC in Dallas.

BY JOHN A. LOVELACE
Special Correspondent

When Dennise Garcia was sworn
in recently as the judge for Dallas
County’s Family District Court No.
303, the fellow helping her into her
ceremonial robe was also wearing
a robe, but of a different sort.

Rev. Eric Folkerth, pastor of
Northaven UMC in north Dallas
since 2001, was Judge Garcia’s
three-in-one: Campaign manager,
pastor and husband. His robe rep-
resented the ordained clergy.

In last fall’s elections, Garcia
beat her opponent, Beth Maultsby,
with 50.54 percent of the votes,
328,969 to Maultsby’s 321,881,
according to the Secretary of State.

As a Democrat, Garcia not only
won in an election season dominated
nationally by Republicans. She is
also the first Latina judge in Dallas
County history. Coincidentally, Dal-
las County voters also elected Lupe
Valdez as their first Latina sheriff.

During a recent interview, the
pastor and the judge reflected on
the similarities and dissimilarities
of their two vocations.

“We’re at two ends of a pipe-
line,” Rev. Folkerth says. “In my
four years at Northaven and, before
that, eleven years on the staff at
Highland Park, I’ve married hun-
dreds of couples. I see them at their
best: starry eyed, idealistic.

“Dennise, a specialist in fam-
ily law, sees them at their worst.

Their families are falling apart.
There’s so much anger . . . .”

As he lets the thought dangle,
she picks it up. “Divorce is always
hard, ending parent and child rela-
tionships in many cases. It’s my
job to help people get through
some hard times. And it is a voca-
tion, a calling, because it’s impor-
tant in people’s everyday lives.”

Before her election, Dennise
had practiced exclusively family
law in Dallas County for nearly ten
years. Texas Monthly magazine in
2003 named her a “Texas
Superlawyer,” and she has co-
authored articles on such family
law matters as ethics, visitation for
children under age three, reim-
bursement, intellectual property,
demonstrative evidence and eco-
nomic contribution.

Eric has an explanation for her
success: “She knows the law re-
ally well,” referring to the Texas
Family Code.

Knowing the law doesn’t al-
ways suffice. She painfully recalls
writing protective orders in one
divorce and child custody case
that ended in one parent murder-
ing the other.

“I couldn’t see it coming,” she
says. “I began to think I was in the
wrong practice. Then I got a letter
from another client who said I had
literally saved her life.”

Both chuckled when asked to
picture what might happen if they

traded robes.
“Our personalities are well

suited to what we do,” she said
judgmentally.

He said, “I’d be a horrible law-
yer. I’m bad with details. I don’t
tell her how to rule and she doesn’t
tell me how to preach. Some
weeks when I’m really stuck, I may
ask her for an idea or a reaction.
But I never try out a sermon on
her and she doesn’t try out a rul-
ing on me.”

Dennise calls Dallas Latina
lawyer-activist Adelfa B. Callejo
her role model who once told her,
“You need to be a lawyer, you ar-
gue so much.”

As Northaven’s tenth pastor
since the church’s founding in 1955,
Eric is the first to lead the congre-
gation through a building program
since 1980. Facilities being built on
the north side of the church’s prop-
erty at the southwest corner of
Preston and Northaven Roads will
have 37,000 square feet, including
a sanctuary to seat nearly 500. All
existing structures will be razed.
Current membership is 570. Total
cost will be $5.2 million.

Eric notes that both profes-
sions  — the ministry and the ju-
diciary — have certain expecta-
tions, even if unwritten, of practi-
tioners’ spouses.

“You know,” he explained, “like
attend certain events or confer-
ences. But Northaven has no spe-
cific profile for its minister’s
spouse, saying that the spouse is
free to follow his or her own call-
ing. Dennise’s standing as a law-
yer and now as a judge is a source
of real pride within the congrega-
tion, and they’ve been very sup-
portive of me. We have a great
family at Northaven.”

As an example of that family,

Senior U.S. District Judge Bare-
foot Sanders swore Garcia into
her new office. He and his wife,
Jan, are longtime active members
of Northaven.

Eric and Dennise are parents of
Maria, who will be eight in Sep-
tember. His website says they own

“a one-of-a-kind log house in Old
East Dallas.”

She holds three degrees, includ-
ing the juris doctorate, from SMU.
He holds a journalism degree from
The University of Texas in Austin
and the master of divinity from
SMU’s Perkins School of Theology.

Northaven UMC, Dallas, construction points congregation toward

the future.

• Encourage all participants to
take the health risk assessment
(HRA),

• Financial incentives,
• Confidential Disease Manage-

ment Programs as needed for those
contacted after taking the HRA,

• Opportunity for personal re-
treats for clergy and their imme-
diate family members at the
Prothro Center at Lake Texoma at
Wellness Initiative discount rates,

• Web MD Information Re-
sources available through
HealthFlex (the NTC insurance
program) and accessed through
www.gbophb.org.

• Bishop and Cabinet encour-
age church leaders to actively sup-
port their pastors in taking care of
themselves.

The financial incentives come
into play if both the Annual
Wellness Exam and HRA are com-
pleted prior to Sept. 30, 2005.
They include:

• Reimbursement of the $30
co-pay (when the individual sends
a letter stating that s/he has done
it and includes the name of the
physician and date of exam to the
NTC Office of Administration.),

• Payment of $100 to indi-
vidual clergyperson (when the

HRA completion is confirmed by
Well Med quarterly),

• $300 reduction in 2006
health insurance premium for the
church,

• Anticipated to be repeated in
subsequent years.

• Completely confidential
(completion lists and aggregate
data only will go to the GBOPHB
and NTC).

Details of the Prothro Center
offer include the following
wellness initiative discount rates:

• Prothro Lodge with meals,
$18.25 per adult per night ($11
per child over 12; children under
12 stay and eat free – lodging in
same room with parents).

• Retreat bungalow without
meals (kitchenette included). $5
per adult per night ($2.50 per child
over 12, under 12 stay free).

• Prerogative to select meals
with either type of lodging.

• Pay only for meals selected
at discount rates.

• Recreational fees (canoes,
fishing, golf, etc) are additional.

• Reservations must be made in
advance on a space available basis.

To make reservations, call the
Prothro Center at 903-786-2141
or  prothrocenter@ntcumc.org.

Wellness …
Continued from Page 1A

Position Available

Christ UMC, Plano, is seeking a

part-time communications

director. Persons interested may

call Rev. Todd Harris, 972-596-

4303,ore-mail: todd@cumc.org.


